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0 INTRODUCTION 

0.1 T h e  a i m  o f  t h i s  pro jec t  w a s  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  archaeological  po ten t i a l  o f  Parry 
S t r e e t  c a r  p a r k  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  i t s  poss ib le  development .  T h e  c a r  p a r k  is 
l oca t ed  no r th -wes t  o f  t h e  m a i n  p r i s o n  en t r ance .  His tor ical  r e s e a r c h  had 
s h o w n  t h a t  police s t ab les  a n d  a large g a r d e n  h a d  existed i n  t h i s  a r e a  f rom the 
1850s. 

0.2 T h i s  r e p o r t  i s  c o n d e n s e d  f r o m  a l a rge r  r e p o r t  w h i c h  a l s o  involved an 
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  S h o r t  Street 
P r e c i n c t / P i o n e e r  P a r k  Reserve  i n  F r e m a n t l e .  T h e  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  was 
commiss ioned b y  Fremant le  City Count! '  a n d  w a s  f u n d e d  b y  a g r a n t  f r o m  the 
Nat ional  Es t a t e  Programme o f  t h e  Aus t r a l i an  Heritage Commission. 

0.3 T h i s  c u r r e n t  r e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  p r o d u c e d  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  Building 
M a n a g e m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  o f  W e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  f o r  t h e  F r e m a n t l e  Prison 
Project.  I t  f o r m s  p a r t  o f  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  a rchaeology o f  t h e  prison 
Immediately outs ide  t h e  walls. 



1 EVIDENCE 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

This  repor t  Is b a s e d  on; 

Resea rch  n o t e s  suppl ied  b y  Fremant le  P r i son  h is tor ian ,  Michal Bosworth, 

A n  u n p u b l i s h e d  h i s to ry  of  t h e  Pa r ry  St.  s i te  p r e p a r e d  fo r  F r e m a n t l e  City 
Council 's  P lanning  a n d  Development Committee, 

1.4 'Repor t  o n  t h e  her i tage  significance of  t h e  S h o r t  St.  p rec inc t ,  Fremantle, 
W e s t e r n  Australia ' ,  Bob Reece, for  Fremant le  City Council ,  December  1986. 
Unpublished, 

1.5 T h e  early p l a n s  presented  i n  t h e  following pages. 
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2 A R C H I V A L  RESEARCH 

Ear ly  m a p s  of  Fremant le  p r i son  dat ing t o  t h e  1850s  were  u s e d  i n  conjunction 
wi th  r e sea rch  n o t e s  suppl ied b y  h is tor ian  Michal Boswor th  t o  locate t e s t  pits 
over  a r e a s  o f  h i g h  archaeological  po ten t ia l  A n  out l ine  h i s t o ry  o f  t h e  car 
p a r k  site p r epa red  b y  Fremant le  city council  i s  p r e s e n t e d  here .  I t  i s  taken 
f r o m  t h e  Counc i l  P l a n n i n g  a n d  Deve lopmen t  Commi t t ee  A g e n d a  o f  27 
Feb rua ry  1989. 

2.2 History o f  the  Site. 

2.2.1 Reserve No. 2 8 2 2 7  originally formed p a r t  of  t h e  Convict Es tab l i shment .  This 
w a s  t h e  s i t e  selected b y  C a p t a i n  E d m u n d  H e n d e r s o n  fo r  t h e  bu i ld ing  of  a 
p r i s o n  a n d  compr i sed  some  39 .4  acres .  T o d a y  t h e  original b o u n d a r i e s  are 
defined b y  Hender son  Street,  S o u t h  Terrace, A lma  Street ,  H a m p t o n  Road  and 
Holdsworth  Street. 

2.2.2 I n  writing to t h e  Governor o n  14 August .  1851, C a p t a i n  Hende r son  mentions 
t h a t  t h e  ga rdens  were 2 5  ac res  i n  extent,  t h e  soil excellent, a n d  a large supply 
o f  vegetables  wou ld  b e  obta ined  fo r  convict u s e .  A n  1877 p l a n  o f  Fremantle 
s h o w s  t h e  Reserve L a n d  a n d  w h a t  t oday  would  b e  p a r t  of  F reman t l e  Oval in 
u s e  a s  gardens. 

2.2.3 F r o m  t h e  p l a n  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  g a r d e n s  were  divided b y  a 'tramway'. 
T h i s  w a s  so  cal led b e c a u s e  a w o o d e n  t r a m l i n e  r a n  f r o m  t h e  Gaol  t o  the 
Commissa r i a t  a n d  S o u t h  Je t ty .  T r u c k s  d r a w n  b y  a s ingle h o r s e  removed 
r u b b l e  f rom t h e  q u a r r y  site. T h i s  w a s  s p r e a d  a s  r o a d  s u r f a c e s  (i.e. t o  form 
F a i r b a i r n  S t ree t ,  H e n d e r s o n  St ree t ,  etc). T h e  ' t ramway '  w a s  k n o w n  as 
Fa i rba i rn  S t ree t  b y  1897, i n  h o n o u r  o f  Rober t  Fa i rba i rn ,  w h o  w a s  Resident 
Magistrate  i n  1886. 

2.2.4 Late r  p l a n s  1897-1916  a n d  pho tog raphs  (Nos. 300 ,  1419) h e l d  i n  t h e  Local 
Hi s to ry  Collect ion a t  F r e m a n t l e  City Library  i nd i ca t e  t h e  ex i s t ence  o f  a 
h o u s e ,  s t ab les  a n d  s h e d  o n  t h e  site. A m o r g u e  a l so  a p p e a r s  o n  1898-1916 
plans .  Apar t  f rom these  s t ruc tu res  t h e  l and  w a s  v a c a n t  a t  t h e  time. 

2.2.5 A PWD p l a n  da t ed  May 1908 shows  t h e s e  f o u r  bu i ld ings  clearly. T h e  first 
facing Holdsworth Street  w a s  a h o u s e  cons t ruc t ed  o f  a combina t ion  of  stone, 
wood a n d  br ick,  t h e  second  w a s  a s table  bui l t  of  galvanized i ron,  t h e  t h i r d  a 
wooden s h e d  a n d  stable,  a n d  t h e  four th  a galvanized i ron  morgue. 

2.2.6 T h e  s t a b l e s  a n d  m o r g u e  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  Police. Mr.  Norman 
C h a n d l e r  ( bo rn  13 .12 .1900)  r eca l l ed  t h e  s t a b l e s  i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  on 
12.11.1980.  His  f a t h e r  F r a n k  (retired 1933) w a s  a m o u n t e d  pol iceman,  and 
t h e  family lived i n  q u a r t e r s  i n  H e n d e r s o n  Street .  J i m m y  V a u g h a n  l ived In 
t h e  h o u s e  f ront ing Holdsworth  S t ree t  a n d  t h e  s t a b l e s  h o u s e d  t h r e e  police 
h o r s e s  a n d  t h e  Black  Maria. The  Black  Maria  w a s  a ho r se  d r a w n  w a g o n  used 
t o  t r a n s p o r t  p r i s o n e r s  t o  t h e  F reman t l e  Railway Sta t ion.  F r o m  t h e r e  they 
w e n t  b y  t r a i n  t o  Per th  for t h e  Per th  Police Courts. 

2.2.7 I n  a te lephone  conversa t ion wi th  Mr. C h a n d l e r  (15.2.1989),  h e  remembered 
t h a t  h i s  f a the r  would feed a n d  groom t h e  h o r s e s  every m o r n i n g  a t  6 . 0 0  a.m. 
T h e  h o r s e s  a n d  Black  Maria were  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  galvanized i r o n  building. 
The  wooden shed  a n d  stable a t  t h e  r ea r  w a s  described a s  a n  'old building.' 

2.2.8 T h e  police m o r g u e  w a s  a l so  r e m e m b e r e d  b y  Mr. C h a n d l e r  a n d  Mr. Alex 
S t e w a r t  (Fremant le  P r i s o n  Historian).  Mr. S t e w a r t  reca l led  i t  a s  a two- 
roomed  bui lding wi th  a w a s h b a s i n  a n d  i ron  o r  t i n  roof. 



2.2.9 The  s t ab l e s  a n d  m o r g u e  a p p e a r  o n  a n  aerial  pho tog raph  d a t e d  8 .1 .1957 .  It 
s e e m s  likely t h e y  were  demollshed a s  late a s  c 1 9 6 6  w h e n  t h e  a r e a  b e c a m e  a 
c a r  pa rk .  T h e  da te  of  t h e  demolition of  t h e  h o u s e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  es tab l i shed  at 
t h i s  po in t  i n  t ime.  There  is a n  indicat ion t h a t  t h e  site w a s  quar r i ed  b u t  the 
ex tent  i s  n o t  known 

2.2.10 O n  5 August ,  1966 the  area  was  gazetted a s  Reserve No. 28227  a n d  vested i n  the 
City of  Fremant le  for u s e  a s  a pa rk ing  area. 

2.3 The Stables 

2.3.1 F r e m a n t l e  p r i s o n  h i s t o r i a n  M i c h a l  B o s w o r t h ' s  n o t e s  p r o v i d e  two 
descr ipt ions of  s tab les  i n  course  of  erection c1857. 

2.3.2 "A b u i l d i n g  8 0  f t  long  a n d  14  f t  wide ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  w o o d  o n  stone 
founda t ions ,  roof  w e a t h e r  b o a r d e d  a n d  shingled,  floor p a v e d  w i t h  wooden 
blocks ,  f i t ted wi th  m a n g e r  a n d  divided in to  s t a b l e s  for  13 h o r s e s  h a s  been 
erected. A large room 12 ft 8 in. b y  12 ft 8 i n  a n d  2 rooms each  12 ft 8 i n  b y  12 
f t  for  t h e  s t ab le  keepe r  have  b e e n  erected of  s tone,  roof w e a t h e r  b o a r d e d  and 
sh ing led  a n d  fi t ted w i t h  h a r n e s s  pegs,  she lves  e tc  a n d  two s t ab l e  keepers' 
r o o m s  plastered...." 
Half  Yearly Report  t o  2 6  J u l y  1856, Convict Sys tem Vol 7. 

2.3.3 "Super in tendents '  s tab le  12 ft b y  14 ft h a s  b e e n  erected o n  t h e  convict ground 
for  t h i s  officer, c o n s t r u c t e d  of  wood  o n  s tone  f o u n d a t i o n s  weatherboarded, 
floored wi th  wood  blocks, a n d  fitted wi th  r o c k  a n d  m a n g e r  pegs  etc." 
Half  Yearly Report  t o  2 6  J u l y  1856, Convict Sys tem Vol 7 . 6  T h e s e  s t ab l e s  lie 
ins ide  t h e  p r i son  be tween  t h e  pr i son  o u t e r  wall a n d  t h e  workshops. 

2.3.4 T h e  first  descript ion i s  p r e s u m e d  to  relate to t h e  Pa r ry  S t ree t  stables. 

2.4 Drains and Cess Pits 

2.4.1 1854. 
There  a r e  several references t o  drainage i n  Bosworth ' s  notes; 

2.4.2 'Two t u n n e l s  for  t h e  m a i n  d r a i n s  of t h e  p r i son  to  c a r r y  t h e  sewerage f rom the 
v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  p r i s o n  in to  t h e  g a r d e n  g r o u n d  h a v e  b e e n  commenced, 
t h a t  for  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  p r i son  i s  driven f rom t h e  foot o f  t h e  hill  2 1 2  feet 
in to  t h e  sof t  t h o u g h  solid rock ,  t h a t  fo r  t h e  n o r t h  end ,  i nc lud ing  cook- 
h o u s e s ,  w a s h - h o u s e s  etc, h a s  b e e n  dr iven to  t h e  e a s t  a n d  w e s t  f rom a shaft 
s u n k  i n  a cen t ra l  posit ion t o  a length of  160 feet." 

2.4.3 "No powder  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  i n  t h e s e  galleries a n d  b o t h  d r a i n s  a r e  large enough 
t o  allow a m a n  walking wi thou t  inconvenience." 

2.4.4 "The privies will b e  f lushed  twice a d a y  b y  t h e  w a t e r  f rom t h e  b a t h s ,  washing 
s h e d s  a n d  cells, t h e  m a n u r e  i n  a highly d i lu ted  s t a t e  appl ied  t o  t h e  garden 
ground." 
Ha l f  Yearly Report of  Works.  Dec. 1854, Convict system,  Vol 7. These  s e e m  to 
b e  t h e  s t ab l e s  underlying Parry St. c a r  park. 

2.4.5 1855 
'The t u n n e l s  o f  t h e  d r a i n s  commenced  l a s t  y e a r  h a v e  b e e n  d r iven  u p  t o  the 
p r i s o n  a n d  s o  f a r  an swer  well. The  cess  p i t s  i n  t h e  flats h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  good 
w h e r e  requ i red ,  b u t  t h e y  were  pu rpose ly  s u n k  i n  t h e  r o c k  t o  avoid the 
expense  o f  l ining t h e m  wi th  masonry.' 
Ha l f  Yearly Report  of  Works  t o  3 0  J u n e  1855, Convict Sys tem Vol. 7. 



3 S I T E  RESEARCH 

3 . 1  Methodology 

3.1.1 T e s t  p i t s  w e r e  o p e n e d  over  a r e a s  c o n s i d e r e d  l ike ly  t o  b e  highly 
archaeological ly  informative.  Where  poss ib le  t e s t  p i t s  were  loca ted  over 
es t imated  bui lding edges  o r  co rne r s  a s  t h i s  enab led  b e t t e r  verification o f  the 
old p l a n s  being used. 

3.1.2 Tes t  p i t s  b e g a n  generally e i ther  a s  l m e t r e  squa re s ,  o r  a s  2 m e t r e s  long b y  1 
m e t r e  wide  t o  permi t  ea se  of  working. I n  some  i n s t a n c e s  where  t h e  location 
o f  bu r i ed  fea tures  w a s  uncer ta in ,  na r row  slit t r e n c h e s  0 . 5  m e t r e s  wide  a n d  up 
to  4 m e t r e s  long were  opened  u p .  Appropriate  a r e a s  o f  t h e s e  t r e n c h e s  could 
t h e n  b e  expanded  i n  light o f  excavation results. 

3.1.3 Tools u s e d  were  generally ma t tocks ,  shovels,  trowels,  h a n d b r u s h e s  a n d  a 
5 n u n  sieving m e s h .  To b r e a k  t h r o u g h  t h e  b i t u m e n  c a r  p a r k  surface,  a kanga 
h a m m e r  w a s  used. 

3.1.4 S e v e n  t e s t  p i t s  1, 4, 5 ,  6 ,  7, 8, a n d  9 ,  were  o p e n e d  o n  t h e  P a r r y  St.site. 
Descr ip t ive  n u m b e r s  fo r  t e s t  p i t s  a r e  a rb i t ra r i ly  a s s i g n e d  a n d  h a v e  no 
significance o t h e r  t h a n  a s  for  ea se  of  reference. 

3.1.5 T h e  recording s y s t e m  u s e d  o n  site w a s  developed b y  t h e  Depa r tmen t  of  Urban 
Archaeology a t  t h e  M u s e u m  o f  London,  Eng land .  Wi th  t h i s  s y s t e m ,  each 
archaeological  fea ture  encoun te red  i s  given a reference n u m b e r  k n o w n  a s  a 
con tex t  n u m b e r .  Context  n u m b e r s  a r e  arbi t rar i ly  ass igned .  A standard 
f o r m  i s  u s e d  t o  r eco rd  t h e  de ta i l s  o f  e a c h  context .  T h e  f o r m  h a s  been 
developed to  provide ease  o f  c ross  reference to  all detai ls  o f  contexts .  To  save 
t i m e  i n  a s h o r t  project  s u c h  a s  t h i s  descriptive de ta i l s  only  of  e a c h  context 
a r e  en tered  o n  t h e  form. F u r t h e r  details s u c h  a s  d e p t h  of  each  archaeological 
f e a t u r e  a n d  s t ra t igraphica l  r e l a t ionsh ips  b e t w e e n  f e a t u r e s  c a n  b e  r e a d  off 
f rom t h e  p l a n  a n d  sect ion drawings  a n d  f rom t h e  m a t r i x  c h a r t  d r a w n  u p  for 
e a c h  site. 

3.1.8 T h e  m a t r i x  c h a r t  i s  a flow c h a r t  i n  w h i c h  con tex t  n u m b e r s  a r e  e n t e r e d  in 
b o x e s  a n d  t h e  b o x e s  j o i n e d  b y  l ines .  T h e  s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l  relationships 
b e t w e e n  con tex t s  a r e  worked  o u t  d u r i n g  excavat ion  a n d  c a n  b e  s e e n  on 
sec t ion  drawings,  a l though  t h e  sect ion drawings  m a y  n o t  include all contexts 
I n  a t e s t  pit.  Generally only t h e  m o s t  representa t ive  o r  m a j o r  sec t ion  i n  each 
t r e n c h  w a s  d rawn .  T h e  s t ra t ig raph ica l  re la t ionsh ip  b e t w e e n  c o n t e x t s  is 
de t e rmined  b y  following t h e  connect ing  l ines  downward  only. T h e  t e r m  LX 
refers  t o  t h e  limit of  excavation reached  i n  a n y  t e s t  pit. 

3.1.7 N u m b e r s  fo r  con tex t s  a r e  n o t  necessar i ly  a s s i g n e d  i n  n u m e r i c a l  sequence 
a n d  i t  i s  qu i t e  possible, f o r  example,  for  n u m b e r s  10  o r  2 0  t o  a p p e a r  i n  the 
m a t r i x  a s  be ing  above n u m b e r s  2 o r  3. Th i s  merely reflects condi t ions  o n  site 
i n  w h i c h  a n u m b e r  o f  t r e n c h e s  m a y  b e  w o r k e d  o n  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  and 
n u m b e r s  a r e  a s s igned  to  con tex t s  a s  t h e y  emerge.  Alternatively, sequential 
n u m b e r s  m a y  b e  a s s igned  w i t h i n  a t e s t  p i t  w h i c h  i s  l a t e r  e x p a n d e d  and 
relat ively r e c e n t  f e a t u r e s  w i t h  h i g h e r  a s s i g n e d  c o n t e x t  n u m b e r s  m a y  be 
f o u n d  i n  t h e  extended area. 

3.1.8 F i n d s  f rom e a c h  context  a r e  bagged a n d  m a r k e d  wi th  t h e  appropr ia te  context 
number. 

3.1.9 Colour  slide a n d  b l ack  a n d  white  pho tog raphs  o f  re levant  s t ages  i n  e a c h  test 
p i t  a r e  t aken .  The  pho to  reproduc t ions  i n  t h i s  r epor t  a r e  f rom l a s e r  colour 
copies  t a k e n  f rom slides. 



3.1.10 F o r  all t e s t  p i t  locat ions  a n d  levels o f  contex ts  i n  re la t ion t o  t h e  Australian 
Height D a t u m ,  refer t o  t h e  drawings  a n d  photographs  i n  t h i s  report. 

3.1.11 Original field drawings,  context  shee ts ,  slides, b l a c k  a n d  whi te  negat ives  and 
p roof  s h e e t s  a r e  filed wi th  Fremant le  City Council. 

3.1.12 Field w o r k  o n  t h e  Pa r ry  S t  s i te  w a s  c a r d e d  o u t  over a two-week  pe r iod  in 
September  1989. 



3 . 2  E X C A V A T I O N  REPORT 

3 . 2 . 1  T e s t  P i t  1. 

3.2.2 Purpose 
This  1 .6m b y  1 .3m t e s t  p i t  w a s  located o n  t h e  g r a s s  e m b a n k m e n t  eas t  off and 
j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  c a r  pa rk .  I t  p u r p o s e  w a s  t o  revea l  t h e  stratigraphical 
sequence outside t h e  c a r  p a r k  area. 

3.2.3 Result 
Excava t ion  w a s  r a p i d  t h r o u g h  a m a j o r  s equence  o f  l a t e  d u m p e d  s a n d  fills. 
Contex t s  4 5  a n d  4 7  a r e  t h e  m a j o r  d u m p s  con ta in ing  a r t e f ac t s  d i sca rded  as 
rubb i sh .  These  ar tefacts  a r e  p r e s u m e d  to  b e  derived f rom u s e  of  t h e  laneway 
e a s t  of  t h e  c a r  pa rk ,  f rom es tabl i shment  of  t h e  c a r  p a r k  a n d  f rom late u s e  and 
demoli t ion o f  t h e  s tables .  I t  i s  difficult t o  s epa ra t e  t h e i r  l ayers  accordingly. 
A f u r t h e r  sequence  o f  r u b b i s h  s a n d  depos i t s  exis ts  be low 45 .  T h i s  sequence 
cons i s t s  of  5 4  which  Is s imilar  t o  4 7  a n d  a l so  5 6  a n d  57.  T h e  l a t t e r  deposits 
a r e  cons idered  t o  derive f rom u s e  o f  t h e  s t ab l e s  a n d  i t  i s  sugges ted  t h a t  the 
g r a s s  slope w a s  a convenient depository fo r  u n w a n t e d  rubbish. 

3.2.4 T h e  b a s a l  r u b b i s h  deposi t  5 7  overlies l imestone caps tone  5 3  w h i c h  displays  a 
vertical  face r u n n i n g  roughly  e a s t  w e s t  a c r o s s  t h e  t e s t  pit.  T h e  vertical  face 
h a s  n o t  b e e n  artificially c u t  a s  i t  d r o p s  off a t  l e a s t  2 m e t r e s  i n t o  pristine 
whi te  n a t u r a l  s a n d  52. Th i s  w a s  a s se s sed  b y  probing t h e  s a n d  w i t h  a 2 metre 
long s t a r  p icke t  w h i c h  w a s  h a m m e r e d  in to  52  a t  t h e  w e s t  e n d  of  t h e  trench 
w h e r e  t h e  top  of  t h e  caps tone  i s  a t  i t s  lowest  point .  T h e  t o p  o f  t h e  capstone 
d rops  off some  8 0  a n  across  i t s  surface a n d  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  c u t  away. S e t  on 
i t s  lowest  e n d  were  r e m n a n t s  o f  a r u s t e d  oil d r u m .  T h e  oil d r u m  w a s  i n  a 
fragile s t a t e  a n d  dis integrated d u r i n g  excavation.The c a p s t o n e  i s  covered by 
a t  l e a s t  3 dist inctive s a n d  depos i t s  48,  5 0  a n d  51 w h i c h  a r e  t h o u g h t  t o  be 
e i ther  n a t u r a l  o r  redeposi ted natural. 

3.2.5 If  t h e  caps tone  were  t o  b e  considered a s  a n  artificial cu t ,  p e r h a p s  for  a quarry, 
t h e n  t h e  two  m e t r e s  o f  s a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  i t  m u s t  equal ly  r e p r e s e n t  a non- 
n a t u r a l  deposit.  Th i s  i s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  improbable. 

3.2.6 To s u m m a r i s e ,  t h i s  t e s t  p i t  h a s  revealed a sequence  of  r u b b i s h  depos i t s  from 
u s e  o f  t h e  s t ab les  a n d  l ane  way, a n d  f rom demoli t ion o f  t h e  s tables ,  overlying 
a dist inctive vertical  c u t  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  c aps tone  a n d  a s e q u e n c e  o f  natural 
s a n d  deposits.  The  archaeological evidence o f  n a t u r a l  s a n d  depos i t s  covering 
t h e  ve r t i ca l  c a p s t o n e  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a l a c k  o f  a r c h i v a l  r e f e r e n c e s  to 
q u a r r y i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ou t s ide  t h e  p r i s o n  indica te  t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  w a s  not 
quar r i ed  a n d  t h a t  t h e  vertical caps tone  Is a n a t u r a l  feature. 



3 . 2 . 7  T e s t  P i t  4 

3.2.8 Purpose 
This  2 m  b y  l m  t e s t  p i t  was  in tended  t o  locate t h e  s o u t h e r n  limit of  t h e  police 
stables. 

3.2.9 Results 
Removal of  t h e  c a r  p a r k  b i t u m e n  5 9  revealed a gravel b a s e  6 0  a n d  a crushed 
l imes tone  fill 61  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e  c a r  p a r k  cons t ruc t ion .  A n  earlier 
deposi t  o f  sand ,  6 4  overlying a concrete  floor surface 7 8  i s  p r e s u m e d  to derive 
f r o m  demoli t ion o f  t h e  police stables.  Traces  o f  a decayed wooden  p l a n k  79 
o n  t h e  s tepped down  edge o f  t h e  floor surface probably represen t  t h e  b a s e  o f  a 
wooden  wall  o r  wall  frame. 

3.2.10 If  t h e  concrete  floor surface w a s  a t  t h e  s a m e  he igh t  a s  t h e  s tab le  y a r d  surface 
(it could of course  have  b e e n  lower), t h e n  t h e  y a r d  surface m a y  b e  represented 
b y  layer  73, visible i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  t r ench .  T h i s  i s  a depos i t  of 
l ight  g rey  s a n d  sca t te red  w i t h  pebbles .  I t  i s  however a r a t h e r  c l e a n  deposit 
w h i c h  i s  n o t  w h a t  would  b e  expected f rom a s tab le  ya rd ,  a n d  i t  i s  one  o f  10 
s a n d  deposi ts  6 6  t h rough  t o  75  visible i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e n d  of  t h e  t r e n c h  and 
e n c o m p a s s e d  w i t h i n  a ver t ica l  h e i g h t  o f  8 0  c m s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  clear 
explanat ion  for  t h e s e  deposits.  They all a p p e a r  too c l ean  to  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  of 
a sequence  of  s table  y a r d  sur faces  a n d  i n  a n y  c a s e  t h e  t o p  sur face  6 6  would 
h a v e  b e e n  some  5 5  c m s  above t h e  level of  t h e  concrete  floor sur face  78. This 
deposi t  sequence  m a y  ins tead  derive f rom t h e  demolit ion p h a s e  o f  t h e  stables 
a l though  t h i s  a lso i s  unconvincing a s  t he re  would  b e  n o  n e e d  for  s u c h  a neat 
sequential  deposition. Contexts 6 6  t o  7 5  have  b e e n  c u t  away  t o  t h e  wes t  b y  cut 
8 0  wi th  i t s  s a n d  a n d  l imestone fill 65. T h i s  i n  t u r n  h a s  b e e n  t r u n c a t e d  b y  cut 
77,  d u g  f o r  t h e  inser t ion  o f  t h e  i ron  (or steel) sewerage or  drainage p i p e  76 
w h i c h  r u n s  east -west  ac ross  t h e  t r e n c h  a n d  surprisingly falls t o  t h e  east ,  that 
is, toward  t h e  p r i son  a n d  aga ins t  t h e  p r e s u m e d  n a t u r a l  slope of  t h e  land.  The 
n a t u r a l  s lope  o f  t h e  l a n d  i s  t a k e n  a s  fal l ing g r a d u a l l y  f r o m  t h e  grass 
e m b a r k m e n t  a n d  l aneway  o n  t h e  e a s t  d o w n  a c r o s s  t h e  c a r  p a r k  towards 
Parry  St. t o  t h e  west. 

3.2.11 There  m u s t  b e  a Junc t ion  wi th  a n o t h e r  pipe t o  t h e  east .  F r o m  t h e  vague  line of 
t h e  c u t  of  pipe 7 6  i t  i s  considered t o  post -date  demolition debris  64.  T h e  only 
firmly da tab le  f ea tu re  i n  t h i s  t e s t  p i t  i s  t h e  concre te  s t ab l e  floor 78 .  The 
associa ted  wooden  p l a n k  7 9  could b e  original a n d  d a t e  t o  t h e  s a m e  per iod  as 
t h e  floor. Alternatively i t  could b e  a l a te r  addi t ion  o r  al terat ion.  There  i s  no 
w a y  of  telling f rom t h e  c u r r e n t  excavation evidence. 



3.2.12 T e s t  P i t  5 

3.2.13 Purpose 
This  2 m  b y  l m  t e s t  p i t  w a s  in tended to  locate t h e  extension, t o  t h e  west ,  o f  the 
s o u t h e r n  limit of  t h e  police stables,  a s  first s e e n  i n  t e s t  p i t  4. 

3.2.14 Results 
Only  a o n e  m e t r e  s q u a r e  sec t ion  o f  t h i s  t e s t  p i t  w a s  excava ted  following 
removal o f  t h e  c a r  p a r k  bitumen. 

3.2.15 A s t ra t ig raph ica l  s e q u e n c e  rough ly  s imi la r  t o  t e s t  p i t  4 w a s  encountered. 
Below t h e  b i t u m e n  lay  a lateri te b a s e  9 2  over a c r u s h e d  s a n d  a n d  limestone 
deposit  9 3  which  formed t h e  c a r  p a r k  foundation.  These  covered 94 ,  a deposit 
o f  smal l  t o  large l imestone r o c k s  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  e i the r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a r  park 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  w h i c h  c o u l d  d a t e  t o  demoli t ion o f  t h e  s t ab les .  T h e  sand 
deposi t  9 5  below 9 4  i s  c l ean  a n d  m a y  d a t e  t o  demolition of  t h e  s t ab les  o r  later 
- t h e r e  i s  n o  w a y  t o  tell. A l imes tone  concre te  su r face  9 6  r e p r e s e n t s  the 
s o u t h e r n  limit of  t h e  s tab les  a s  i n  t e s t  p i t  4. I t  i s  c u t  vertically a long i t s  south 
edge t o  a d e p t h  of  30-35  e m s  a n d  t r aces  of  a heavily decayed wooden  p l a n k  97, 
a b o u t  8 c m  wide,  a r e  visible i n  sec t ion  above t h e  edge o f  t h e  floor, again 
ind ica t ing  a w o o d e n  wall  o r  wall f ramework.  T h i s  decayed  w o o d e n  plank, 
a l t h o u g h  visible i n  sec t ion  only, originally c o n t i n u e d  a long  t h e  edge  o f  the 
concrete  surface.  Fa in t  t r a ce s  of  decayed wood were  n o t e d  a long  t h i s  surface 
edge dur ing  excavation. 

3.2.16 Below s a n d  deposit  9 5  a n d  a b o u t  3 0  t o  3 5  c m  below t h e  concrete  surface  l ies a 
s a n d  deposi t  9 8  in terspersed wi th  l imestone rocks,  wh ich  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  the 
b a s e  of  t h e  stable y a r d  surface. 



3.2.17 T e s t  P i t  6 

3.2.18 Purpose 
T h i s  2 m  b y  l m  tes t  p i t  w a s  in t ended  to  locate t h e  n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  stable 
complex. 

3.2.19 Results 
Deposits  82  to  8 4  represent  t h e  c a r  p a r k  cons t ruc t ion  p h a s e  wi th  a gravel base 
8 3  below t h e  b i t u m e n  a n d  a c r u s h e d  l imes tone  fill 8 4  below t h e  gravel. A 
difference from t e s t  p i t s  4 a n d  5 is t h e n  s e e n  i n  t h e  form of  a subs t an t i a l  sand 
depos i t  8 5 ,  u p  t o  8 0  c m  thick,  w h i c h  l ies  below 8 4  a n d  overlies a sizeable 
l imestone footing 86.  T h i s  footing h a s  a flat worked  surface  c .48  c m  wide  and 
c . 6 0  c m  i n  dep th .  F o u n d a t i o n  8 6  r u n s  rough ly  n o r t h - s o u t h .  Two smaller 
a l ignments  o f  r o u g h  l imestone rocks  approximately 1 m e t r e  a p a r t  r u n  e a s t  at 
r igh t  angles  t o  8 6  a t  i t s  base .  They m a y  rep resen t  smal le r  wal ls  o f  a corridor 
o r  even a stable. 

3.2.20 A sl ight ly  l igh te r  sandfl l l  9 0  overl ies  f o u n d a t i o n  8 6  t o  t h e  wes t .  The 
founda t ion  a n d  o t h e r  footings all overlie a n a t u r a l  s a n d  deposi t  8 8  r e a c h e d  at 
a dep th  of  c .130 c m  below t h e  c a r  p a r k  surface. 

3.2.21 T h e  l imes tone  footings 8 6  s e e m  r a t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  t o  m a r k  t h e  edge o f  a 
s t ab leya rd ,  especial ly w h e n  c o m p a r e d  wi th  t h e  s m a l l e r  s ca l e  floor edges 
uncovered  i n  t e s t  p i t s  4 a n d  5. However, a s  8 6  overlies t h e  l ine of  t h e  stable 
ya rd ' s  e a s t e r n  edge, i t  m u s t  b e  considered a s  a s table  wall  r e m n a n t  u n l e s s  a 
m o r e  s u b s t a n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  e.g a h o u s e ,  w a s  a d d e d  l a t e r  o n  t h e  same 
alignment.  Foundat ions  8 6  a r e  no t  p a r t  of  t h e  s t ruc tu re  i n  t h e  n o r t h  western 
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s table  complex s h o w n  o n  early p l a n s  a n d  believed t o  b e  a house 
facing on to  Holdsworth St,  u n l e s s  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  subs tan t i a l ly  extended. 
I t  m u s t  b e  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  founda t ions  a r e  subs t an t i a l  footings capab le  of 
suppo r t i ng  a bui ld ing  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  a s t ab l e  y a r d  b o u n d a r y  wall .  This 
bui ld ing i s  no t  s h o w n  o n  a n y  archival  p l a n  k n o w n  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  a n d  further 
archaeological a n d  archival  r e s e a r c h  would  b e  requ i red  t o  identify it. 



3.2.22 T e s t  P l t  7 

3.2.23 Purpose 
This  w a s  a 2 m  b y  l m  t e s t  p i t  se t  i n  the  e m b a n k m e n t  be tween  t h e  c a r  p a r k  and 
t h e  l aneway  t o  t h e  eas t .  I t  w a s  located 7 1 . 5 m  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h  e n d  o f  the 
laneway ' s  re ta in ing  wall  a n d  w a s  b isec ted  b y  t h e  line o f  a n  i r o n  d r a i n  pipe 
emerging f rom t h e  reta ining wall face. The  t e s t  p i t  w a s  a i m e d  a t  locating a 6ft 
h igh  b y  3ft  wide  b r i c k  d r a i n  represen ted  a s  a do t t ed  l ine o n  a n  1 8 5 6  m a p  of 
F reman t l e  pr ison.  The  t e s t  p i t ' s  wes t e rn  edge lay  c . 4 0  c m  f rom t h e  c a r  park 
edge. 

3.2.24 Results 
T e s t  P i t  7 p r o d u c e d  a s t r a i g h t  forward  s t r a t ig raph ica l  s e q u e n c e .  Below 
topsoil w a s  a s a n d  deposit  16 laid down  af te r  t h e  c a r  p a r k  w a s  cons t ruc ted .  It 
overlaid 17, a c r u s h e d  l imestone layer, a n d  18, a lateri te gravel deposit ,  both 
o f  w h i c h  a r e  s e e n  a s  spill over  u n i t s  f rom t h e  c a r  p a r k  cons t ruc t ion .  A sand 
a n d  l imestone flecked layer 19  l ies  below t h e  lateri te a n d  i s  t h o u g h t  t o  derive 
f rom r u b b i s h  t h r o w n  in to  t h e  s a n d  b e h i n d  t h e  s t ab le  ya rd .  A n  ear l ier  sand 
deposi t  20 .  below 19, i s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  na tu ra l .  It covers  a r o u g h  a n d  uneven 
l imes tone  b e d r o c k  21 .  No evidence o f  a b r i c k  d r a i n  w a s  found .  The 
deposit ional  sequence  i n  t h i s  t r e n c h  i s  l ess  complex t h a n  i n  t e s t  p i t  1 located 
1 3 m  t o  t h e  n o r t h  indicat ing t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l  stratigraphical 
var ia t ion i n  t h e  e m b a n k m e n t  between t h e  c a r  p a r k  a n d  t h e  laneway. 



3.2.25 T e s t  P i t  8 

3.2.26 Purpose 
T h i s  1.5 m b y  0 . 9 m  t e s t  pit  w a s  located 2 t o  3 m  u p  t h e  e m b a n k m e n t  f rom test 
p i t  7, o n  t h e  edge of  t h e  laneway a n d  rep resen ted  a second  a t t e m p t  t o  locate 
t h e  b r i c k  d r a i n  believed t o  emerge f rom t h e  p r i s o n  a t  t h i s  point. 

3.2.27 Results 
Three  p ipes  25 ,  2 8  a n d  29 ,  a line of  f lagstones  24 ,  a n d  a compac t  horizontal 
l imes tone  su r face  2 7  were  uncovered.  Pipe 2 5  i s  cons idered  a s  t h e  most 
recent .  It is  covered b y  m o d e m  concrete f lagstones 2 4  which  m e a s u r e  7 3  cm 
b y  2 0  c m  b y  5 c m  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  m e a n t  t o  b o t h  m a r k  a n d  pro tec t  t h e  pipe. 
T h e  pipe a n d  flagstones a re  s e t  i n  c r u s h e d  l imestone a n d  s a n d  ffll depos i t s  23 
a n d  26.  Pipe 2 5  r u n s  roughly n o r t h  s o u t h ,  i s  meta l ,  p r e s u m a b l y  steel, and 
h a s  a d iameter  of  c.7 cm. 

3.2.26 Parallel  t o  p ipe  2 5  a n d  r u n n i n g  along t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  sec t ion  i n  the 
t e s t  p i t  i s  a f u r t h e r  i ron o r  s teel  pipe 2 8  wi th  a n  11 c m  diameter .  The re  I s  no 
c lea r  evidence o f  t h e  t r e n c h  c u t  t o  Inser t  t h i s  pipe,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  d u e  t o  it 
be ing  c u t  t h r o u g h  l imestone fill a n d  t h e n  back-filled wi th  t h e  s a m e  material. 
Pipes 2 5  a n d  2 8  fall t o  t h e  n o r t h  down t h e  laneway. 

3.2.29 T h e  t h i r d  p ipe  2 9  i s  a con t i nua t i on  o f  t h e  p ipe  emerging  f r o m  t h e  retaining 
wal l  edging t h e  laneway.  It i s  s e t  par t ly  i n  concrete ,  i n  s a n d  a n d  crushed 
l imes tone  fill 30. 

3.2.30 Fill deposi t  31 ,  aga in  c r u s h e d  l imestone,  s e e m s  t h e  ear l ies t  fill depos i t  but 
h a s  b e e n  considerably  c u t  away  b y  t h e  inser t ion  o f  t h e  pipes.  It overlies the 
f lat  l imes tone  surface.  There  i s  n o  evidence t o  ind ica te  w h e n  o r  w h y  this 
su r f ace  w a s  m a d e .  It d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  b e  a b e d d i n g  p l a n e  a n d  m u s t  be 
cons idered  a s  a cons t ruc ted  surface.  It i s  c l ean  a n d  does  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  have 
b e e n  w a l k e d  o n  o r  worked  on.  I t  l ies approx ima te ly  1 m e t r e  be low the 
m o d e m  laneway  surface.  It s e e m s  unlikely t o  h a v e  b e e n  a l aneway  surface 
i tself  a n d  i t s  func t ion  i s  unc lea r .  The re  w a s  n o  evidence for  t h e  exis tence or 
demoli t ion of  a b r i ck  d r a i n  i n  t h i s  t e s t  pit. 



3.2.31 T e s t  P i t  9 

3.2.32 Purpose 
This  t e s t  p i t  m e a s u r e d  1 .3m b y  l m  a n d  w a s  posit ioned l m  n o r t h  of  t e s t  p i t  8. 
A larger  sca le  sewerage p l a n  o f  t h e  pr ison,  PWD 27887 ,  showed t h e  6 f t  high 
d r a i n  a s  curving t o w a r d s  t h e  n o r t h  beginning approximate ly  a t  t h e  l ine  of 
t h e  r e t a in ing  wal l  edging t h e  laneway.  Tes t  p i t  9 w a s  la id  o u t  over  the 
e s t ima ted  d r a i n  position. 

3.2.33 Results 
No evidence for  t h e  existence o f  a b r i c k  d r a i n  w a s  found.  T h e  two  parallel 
p ipes  a n d  flagstones uncovered i n  t es t  p i t  8 con t inued  into t e s t  p i t  9 a s  d id  the 
flat l imes tone  surface.  However i n  t e s t  p i t  9 i t  w a s  poss ib le  t o  define the 
t r e n c h  cut ,35,  for insert ion o f  t h e  steel  pipe 3 6  which  r a n  along t h e  b a s e  o f  the 
w e s t e r n  section. Th i s  w a s  n o t  possible w i t h  t h e  s imilar  p ipe  2 8  i n  t e s t  p i t  8. 
T h e  s t ra t igraphical  s equence  for  b o t h  t e s t  p i t s  i s  n o w  clearer  b u t  n e i t h e r  test 
p i t  provides  a n y  evidence t o  expla in  t h e  existence o f  t h e  c o m p a c t  limestone 
surface. 

3.2.34 T h e  fact  t h a t  t h e  large b r i c k  d r a i n  remained  unde tec ted  i n  3 t e s t  pits,  7, 8 and 
9 sugges t s  e i the r  t h a t  t h e  cu rve  of  t h e  d r a i n  a s  s h o w n  o n  t h e  ear ly  p l a n  is 
deceptive a n d  t h a t  t h e  t r e n c h e s  a re  incorrectly located, o r  t h a t  t h e  d r a i n  has 
b e e n  b o r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b e d r o c k  a n d  consequen t ly  u n d e r l i e s  t h e  compact 
l imestone surface unea r thed  i n  t es t  p i t s  8 a n d  9. 



3.3 Finds 

3.3.1 T h e  ar te fac ts  retrieved d u r i n g  excavation c a m e  most ly  f rom re fuse  deposits 
o r  s u s p e c t e d  demol i t ion  debr is .  T h e y  genera l ly  c o n s i s t  o f  fragmented 
crockery, assor ted  nai ls  a n d  b r o k e n  glass. They  a r e  of  little u s e  i n  da t ing  due 
to  t h e  widespread  period t h e y  rep resen t  o n  e i ther  s ide of  1900. T h e  t y p e s  of 
a r te fac ts  excavated a r e  l isted briefly below. Detailed ar tefac t  ana lys i s  i s  not 
cons idered  a s  par t icular ly  product ive a t  t h i s  stage. However a r te fac t s  from 
P a r r y  St .  s h o u l d  b e  r e t a i n e d  f o r  c o m p a r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s  u n t i l  the 
archaeological p h a s e  o f  t h e  Fremant le  p r i son  project h a s  b e e n  completed. 

3.3.2 Test  Pit 1 
Context  45 
Bone,  slate,  plast ic spoon. 

3.3.3 Context 47 
Broken saucer ,  cup ,  egg cup,  slate, b rown a n d  clear  bott le glass,  d r a i n  pipe,  tin 
cans ,  l ea ther  s t r a p  - possibly a h a r n e s s  fragment ,  shells, bone. 

3.3.4 Test Pit 4 
Context 64 
Clear  , g r e e n  a n d  b lue  bottle glass,  b lue  a n d  white  a n d  r e d  a n d  whi te  transfer 
ware ,  c lear  g lass  s topper ,  bone,  whi te  porcela in  figurine (broken, n o  h e a d ,  no 
feet), c . 5  c m  tall, t i n  cans ,  i r on  hook,  nails. 

3.3.5 Test Pit 5 
Context 93 
White c h i n a  c u p  a n d  plate fragments,  bone, rubber. 

3.3.6 Test Pit 6 
Context 85 
White  c h i n a  cup ,  b l u e  a n d  white t r ans fe r  ware,  i r on  nails ,  bone. 

3.3.7 Test Pit 7 
Context  19 
White  ch ina  cup ,  c lear  bott le g lass  top, u n m a r k e d  clay pipe stem. 



3.4 Matrix Charts - Stratigraphical Sequences 

3 . 4 . 1  P a r r y  S t .  C a r  Park 

T e s t  P i t  1 Matrix 

4 4  Topsoil 

45  Sand 
Dump 

Rubbish  Deposi t  55 4 6  S a n d  Dump 

Rubb i sh  Deposi t  54  4 7  S a n d y  Rubb i sh  Deposit 

Sandy 
Rubbish 56 
Deposit 

Rubbish 
Deposit 57 

49 

58  Later  C u t  For  Rubbish 

Sand 
Pebbles 

48  S t r i a t ed  Sand-Natural? 

50 

51 

52 

53 

Recent 

R u b b i s h  depos i t s  from 
later  u s e  and 
demoli t ion o f  stables, 
l aneway  a n d  possibly 
c a r  park 
establishment. 

R u b b i s h  depos i t s  from 
earl ier  u s e  of  stables 
a n d  laneway. 

P r e s u m e d  fill 

S a n d  Possible  n a t u r a l  sand 
deposits. 

Sand 

Whi te  Sand 

Vertical  Capstone 

Natural 



3.4.2 Parry St.  Car Park 

Test  Plt  4 Matrix 

58  C a r  P a r k  Bitumen 

l a t e r i t e  

1 

g rave l  60 

c rushed  
I 

limestone 61 

ye l low 
I 

s a n d  81 

grey 
I 

s a n d  62 

s a n d  
I 

f i l l  63 
I 

p ipe  76 
I 

c u t  77 

s a n d  
I 

l i m e s t o n e  64 

6 5  fill 

8 0  cut 

6 6  b rown sand 

6 7  grey sand 

Decayed 
I 

P l a n k  7 9  6 8  b rown sand 

L imes tone  I 

Concrete 1 Sur face  78  6 9  orange sand 

7 0  k h a k i  sand 

71 k h a k i  sand 

72  d a r k  grey sand 

73  grey sand 

7 4  d a r k  grey sand 

75 yellow sand 

C a r  P a r k  Construction 

La te r  fills 

Inse r t ion  o f  Drain 

Demoli t ion o f  Stables? 

P r e s u m e d  Con tempora ry  with 
Stables 



3 . 4 . 3  Parry St .  Car Park 

T e s t  P i t  5 Matrix 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

97 

C a r  P a r k  Bitumen 

Laterite Base 

S a n d  & Smal l  Limestone 

Limestone, Rubble & Gravel 

Sand 

Decayed Wood 

C a r  P a r k  B a s e  Material 

Possibly fill fo r  C a r  Park 
construction 

Pos t -Demol i t ion  o f  Stables? 

96 Limestone Concrete Police Stables 

98 S a n d  St Limestone Rocks S tab le  Yard  Surface? 



3.4.4 Parry S t  Car Park 

T e s t  P i t  6 Matrix 

82 C a r  P a r k  Bitumen 

Gravel Base 

M o d e m  C a r  Park 

84 C r u s h e d  Limestone 
C a r  Park 

fill for 

85 S a n d  Fill Post-Demoli t ion o f  House 

90 S a n d  Fill 

Limestone I 
Footing 87 8 6  Limestone 8 9  Limestone 

Foundation Footing 

P a r t  o f  Stables 

88 Na tu ra l  Sand Natural 



3 .4 .5  Parry 

T e s t  Pit  7 Matrix 

15 

St.  Car Park 

Topsoil 

16 S a n d  Dump Refuse Deposited 
Dur ing  & After Car 
P a r k  Construction 

17 C r u s h e d  Limestone Base C a r  P a r k  Base 
Materials 

18 Laterite Gravel Base 

19 R u b b i s h  S a n d  Deposit S tab les  Occupation 
Period 

20 S a n d  - Natural? P r e s u m e d  Natural 

21 Limestone Bedrock 



3 .4 .6  Parry St. Car Park 

T e s t  P i t  8 Matrix 

22  Topsoil 

24 

25 

26 

F i l l  Inse r t ion  o f  Pipe- 
Considered Recent 

Flagstones 

Pipe 

Fill 

Pipe 28 Pipe C u t  a n d  Fill not 
Visible - Unce r t a in  Date 

29 Drain Pipe Presumed  Oldest  Pipe 

30 fill 

31 C r u s h e d  Limestone 
Fill Pos t -Sur face  Fill 

27 F l a t  Limestone 
Sur face  Surface  - Unce r t a in  Date 



3.4.7 Parry St .  Car Park 

T e s t  P i t  9 Matrix 

32 Topsoil 

37 L imes tone  fill Inse r t ion  o f  Flagstones 
a n d  H idden  Pipe 

38 Flagstones 

39 Limes tone  Fill 

40 C u t  for  Flagstones 

33 S a n d  Fill 

34 S a n d  & Crushed 
L imes tone  Fill Inse r t ion  o f  Pipe 

36 Pipe 

35 C u t  F o r  Pipe 

41 L imes tone  Fill-Gravelly Pos t -Surface  Fills 

42 C r u s h e d  Limestone 
S a n d  Fill 

43 F l a t  Limestone 
Surface Surface - Uncer ta in  Date 
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3.5.2 

TEST PIT 
1 

section 

caps tone 

53 
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3.5.6 
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3.5.7 

2 bitumen 

5m 
AH 

93 

84 

85 

limes 
.apet .gue rocks 

sand 87 
stonefrind 

T h r i  , C 98 

limestone 

86 

foundation 

section 

57cm 

88 

87 

86 

85/ 

90 

TEST PIT 6 



E 

6m 
AHD 

bedrock 21 

TEST Pt T 
7 

section 

W 

T car park 
base 
i 

50cm 
I 

plan not drawn—shows bedrock 21 only 



3.5.9 
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3 . 6  Excavation Photographs 



3.6.1 

TEST P I T  1 , v e r t i c a l  b e d r o c k  5 3 , v i e w  NW 



3 .  t . 

T E S T  P I T  4 , f l o o r  7 8 , v i e w  NE 



M S T  i T T  : ; , I l o o r  a n d  f i l i v i d a t i o l l  9 6 , v i u w  >,11. 



M S T  P I T  4 , f o u n d a t i o n  8 6 , v l e w  6E 



TEST P I T  7 , b e d r o c k  2 1 , v I e w  6 



3.6.6 

TEST P I T  8 , s u r f a c e  2 7 , p i p e  2 9 , v i e e  Ni 



3.6.7 

TEST P I T  9 , s u r f a c e  4 3 , v i e w  Sr 



4 A N A L Y S I S  O F  T H E  FINDINGS 

4.1 Test  excavations i n  t h e  c a r  p a r k  have  revealed t h e  p resence  of  s t ab le  floors 
, wall footings a n d  subs t an t i a l  l imestone footings. 

4 .2  Test  p i t s  o n  t h e  grass  e m b a n k m e n t  a n d  t h e  edge o f  t h e  l aneway  a d j a c e n t  to 
t h e  c a r  p a r k  h a v e  failed t o  reveal  evidence o f  a m a j o r  d r a i n  emerging from 
t h e  prison. 

4.3 T h e s e  t e s t  p i t s  h a v e  howeve r  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n  artificial, 
c o m p a c t e d  l imes tone  su r f ace  approximate ly  1 m e t r e  be low t h e  present 
laneway surface. 

4.4 The  m a j o r  d r a i n  which  w a s  n o t  located m a y  have  b e e n  bored,  o r  cu t ,  through 
bedrock  r a t h e r  t h a n  cons t ruc ted  i n  a n  o p e n  c u t  fashion. 

4.5 O n  t h e  bas i s  of  t h e  t es t  pith it i s  suggested t h a t  t h e  no r th  e n d  of  t h e  c a r  p a r k  is 
a n  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  a h i g h  possibi l i ty  o f  s ignif icant  archaeological 
r u i n s  su rv iv ing ,  specif ical ly,  s t a b l e  f loors ,  wa l l  foo t ings ,  a n d  other 
foundations. 

4.6 T h i s  a r e a  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a Z o n e  A a r e a  o f  h i g h  potential 
archaeological significance, preferably n o t  t o  b e  d i s tu rbed  b y  development. 

4.7 T h e  g a r d e n  a n d  s tab le  y a r d  a r e a s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  s tab les  s h o u l d  b e  cons idered  a 
Zone B a r e a  - t o  b e  archaeologically investigated pr ior  t o  disturbance. 

4.8 T h e  g r a s s  e m b a n k m e n t  b e h i n d  t h e  s t ab l e s  i s  a r e fuse  p i t  f rom u s e  o f  the 
s tab les  a n d  laneway a n d  a usefu l  fu tu re  archaeological resource. 

4.9 T h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  laneway a n d  t h e  g r a s s  e m b a n k m e n t  e a s t  o f  t h e  c a r  park 
shou ld  b e  cons idered  a Zone B area,  t o  b e  archaeologically invest igated prior 
t o  disturbance. 

4 .10  T h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  c e s s  p i t  s h o u l d  b e  a Zone B a r ea ,  t o  b e  archaeologically 
investigated pr ior  t o  disturbance. 

4.11 While i t  i s  n o t  poss ib le  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  t e s t  p i t s  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  profile 
original g r o u n d  levels o n  t h e  site,  s p o t  levels o n  a 1908  sewerage p lan .  PWD 
14250,  enable  ce r t a in  compar i sons  wi th  excavat ion resu l t s .  I t  i s  assumed 
t h a t  t h e s e  early s p o t  he ights  refer b a c k  to  Low W a t e r  M a r k  a t  Fremantle. 

4.12 The  17.06 f t  spo t  height  wi th in  t h e  s table  y a r d  equa tes  t o  4 . 4 0 m  AHD which  is 
t h e  he igh t  o f  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  concre te  su r face  uncovered  i n  t e s t  p i t  5. The 
s imi lar  sur face  i n  t e s t  p i t  4 w a s  f o u n d  a t  4 . 5 7  AND. T h e  he igh t  difference 
m a y  r ep re sen t  a l tera t ions  t o  t h e  footings i n  t e s t  p i t  4 b u t ,  overall, a working 
level ac ross  t h e  s t ab les  s e e m s  to  have  b e e n  i n  t h e  vicinity o f  4 . 4 0 m  AHD at 
t h e  lowest. 

4.1.13 Spo t  he igh t s  o n  PWD 14250  ou ts ide  a n d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  s tables ,  i n  w h a t  may 
h a v e  b e e n  t h e  g a r d e n  a rea ,  va ry  f rom 16.96 ft t h r o u g h  17.91 f t  t o  14 .77  ft 
These  correspond t o  5 .17m th rough  5 .46m t o  4 . 5 m  AHD, suggesting a n  uneven 
g a r d e n  surface. 

4.14 T h e  slope t o  t h e  w e s t  be tween  t h e  laneway a n d  t h e  g a r d e n  a r e a  ou t s ide  the 
s o u t h e r n  edge of  t h e  s t ab l e s  i s  given b y  s p o t  he igh t s  o f  23 .58f t  t o  16.96ft, 
represent ing a drop  from 7 .19m t o  5 . 1 7 m  AND. If  t h e  slope be tween  t h e s e  two 
po in t s  w a s  cons tan t ,  t h e  original g r o u n d  surface  could h a v e  b e e n  c u t  away  by 
a m i n i m u m  o f  a b o u t  1 m e t r e  w h e n  t h e  s tab le  complex w a s  cons t ruc ted .  This 
Is b a s e d  o n  t h e  77  c m  difference between t h e  lowest g a r d e n  height  o f  5 . 17  m 



ou t s ide  t h e  s t ab le s ,  a n d  t h e  4 . 4 0  m AHD s t ab l e  y a r d  su r face ,  p l u s  the 
approximately 3 0  c m  th i ckness  of  t h e  concrete  surface  exposed  i n  t es t  p i t  5. 
O f  course ,  t h e  original g r o u n d  sur face  c o u l d  h a v e  r i s e n  a n d  fa l l en  i n  an 
i r regu la r  fashion.  Refer to ske t ch  4. 2 0  fo r  a s chema t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 
he igh ts  i n  t h e  s tab les  a n d  t h e  external y a r d  a r e a  o r  garden. 

4.15 A n  es t imate  of  t h e  height  of  t h e  laneway surface a t  a usefu l  poin t  i n  1908 was 
m a d e  b y  working o u t  t h e  laneway slope be tween  two s p o t  heights .  The  result 
sugges t s  a l aneway  sur face  height  i n  1908 o f  c . 8 . 4 m  AHD w h e r e  t h e  drain 
cu r r en t l y  emerges  f r o m  t h e  laneway  re ta in ing  wall. T h e  p r e s e n t  measured 
height  a t  t h i s  po in t  i s  8 . 2 m  AND. T h e  var ia t ion  could  b e  d u e  t o  difficulty in 
es t imat ing  t h e  slope o f  t h e  laneway a t  t h i s  po in t  o n  t h e  old p l a n  w i t h  much 
accuracy.  Alternatively t h e  ear ly  laneway surface  cou ld  h a v e  b e e n  c u t  away 
a n d  replaced wi th  a more  recent  a n d  slightly lower surface. 

4.18 A n  eng inee r ' s  drawing.  City o f  F r e m a n t l e  #No. P A  2 4 ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  fill 
requi red  over t h e  existing surface  w h e n  t h e  c a r  p a r k  w a s  cons t ruc ted .  I t  is 
t h u s  o f  s o m e  u s e  i n  assess ing  g r o u n d  levels o f  a n  earl ier  p h a s e  i n  t h e  area's 
development.  I t  ind ica tes  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  w a s  filled i n  r a t h e r  t h a n  d u g  out. 
Th i s  s e e m s  t o  b e  confirmed b y  t h e  excavation r e su l t s  a n d  sugges t s  t h a t  early 
g a r d e n  sur faces  could  survive. 

4.17 Bedrock  h a s  b e e n  located only i n  t e s t  p i t s  1 a n d  7 a t  levels o f  approximately 
6 . 1 0 m  a n d  5 .85m AHD. 

4.18 A t r e n c h  s u n k  t o  bed rock  e a s t  wes t  ac ross  t h e  ent i re  s i te  f rom t h e  t o p  o f  the 
g r a s s  e m b a n k m e n t  n e a r  t h e  p r i s o n  t o  t h e  edge o f  P a r r y  St.  w o u l d  assist 
great ly i n  t h e  in terpre ta t ion  of  t h e  original g r o u n d  profile. 

4.19 A h i g h  degree  of  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  app l i ed  t o  t h e  archaeological 
evidence i n  t h e  P a r r y  S t  t e s t  p i t s  a n d  t h e  resu l t ing  conc lus ions  n e e d  t o  be 
viewed wi th  p r o p e r  caution. 
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5 C U L T U R A L  SIGNIFICANCE 

5 . 1  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C u l t u r a l  Significance 

5.1.1 T h e  r u i n s  of  t h e  Police s t a b l e s  i n  P a r r y  St.  c a r  p a r k  a n d  t h e  adjacent 
unexcava ted  g a r d e n  area ,  into which  m a j o r  d r a i n s  f rom t h e  p r i s o n  feed, must 
b e  s e e n  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  p r i s o n  complex a n d  therefore a s  s h a r i n g  i n  t h e  overall 
significance of  t h e  p r i s o n  site. 

5.1.2 I t  s e e m s  likely, g iven  t h e  survival  o f  t h e  s t ab l e  foot ings  a n d  floors, that 
original g a r d e n  levels h a v e  a l so  survived.  T h e s e  wou ld  r e p r e s e n t  original 
F r e m a n t l e  topography. 

5.1.3 T h e  possibility of  d r a i n s  a n d  c e s s  p i t s  surviving u n d e r  t h e  c a r  p a r k  a l so  adds 
t o  t h e  significance of  t h e  s i te  while proximity t o  t h e  gaol e n h a n c e s  i t s  setting. 

5.1.4 M o u n t e d  police forces  t o d a y  a r e  u s e d  largely fo r  ce remon ia l  p u r p o s e s  or 
occasional  crowd control.  T h e  role of  t h e  h o r s e  i n  t h e  implementa t ion  o f  law 
a n d  o rde r  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  mo to r  c a r  a n d  m o t o r  bike.  Consequent ly  the 
r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  s t ab les  r ep resen t  a police func t ion  n o  longer  i n  c o m m o n  use. 

5.1.5 F o r  individual  t e s t  pi ts ,  t h e  following rough  h i g h / m e d i u m / l o w  a s s e s s m e n t  of 
significance Is presented: 

5.1.6 Tes t  Pit 1 High. T h e  vertical  l imestone b e d r o c k  face i s  a major 
topographical  feature. 

Tes t  Pit 4 High. Pa r t  o f  t h e  police Stables 
Tes t  Pit  5 High P a r t  of  t h e  police Stables 
Tes t  Pit 6 High.  P a r t  o f  t h e  police Stables 
Tes t  Pit  7 Low. Shows  bed rock  only a n d  s e e m s  highly disturbed 

d u r i n g  c a r p a r k  construction. 
Tes t  Pit 8 M e d i u m .  T h e  compacted l imestone surface  i s  t h e  most 

Interesting feature a n d  i s  n o t  yet 
explained. 

Tes t  Pit 9 A s  for  Tes t  P i t  8. 



6 MANAGEMENT 

6 . 1  Recommendations 

6.1.1 D e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  c a r  p a r k  s h o u l d  avoid  i t s  n o r t h e r n  end, 
categorised a s  Zone A. Th is  m e a n s  a t  leas t  t h e  f irst  4 0  m e t r e s  o f  t h e  c a r  park 
m e a s u r e d  s o u t h  f rom Holdsworth St. 

6.1.2 The  m a j o r  6f1 b y  3ft b r i c k  d r a i n  emerging f rom t h e  p r i s o n  s h o u l d  b e  located. 

6.1.3 A s  t h i s  d ra in  m a y  have b e e n  driven t h r o u g h  bed rock  t h e r e  a r e  two options; 

a) s i n k  a t r e n c h  l m  wide b y  backhoe  along t h e  edge of  t h e  laneway fo r  u p  to 
1 5 m  n o r t h  of  t h e  d r a i n  pipe emerging f rom t h e  e m b a n k m e n t  wall: 
b) locate t h e  beginning o f  t h e  d r a i n  w i th in  t h e  p r i s o n  a n d  follow i t s  l ine to 
p inpoin t  i t s  end. 

6.1.4 A u s e f u l  t r e n c h  f rom a n  archaeological  v iewpoint  w o u l d  b e  o n e  giving a 
sec t ion  f r o m  t h e  top  of  t h e  g r a s s  s lope a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  p r i s o n  chaplain's 
a c r o s s  t h e  laneway,  e m b a n k m e n t  a n d  c a r  p a r k  t o  t h e  edge o f  P a r r y  St 
footpath. 

6.1.5 If  development  p l a n s  permit ,  t h i s  t r e n c h  could b e  s u n k  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  side 
o f  t h e  d r a i n  p ipe  i n  t h e  laneway retaining wall. 

6.1.6 I t  s h o u l d  b e  s u n k  b y  a b a c k h o e  wi th  a m a x i m u m  l m  wide  b u c k e t  t o  natural 
s a n d  o r  bedrock. 

6.1.7 T h i s  w o u l d  reveal t h e  s t ra t igraphica l  s e q u e n c e  a c r o s s  t h e  s i te  a n d  help 
indica te  original sur face  levels. 

6.1.8 Surface  levels s h o w n  o n  t h e  1908 m a p  PWD 14250  could  b e  c o m p a r e d  with 
c u r r e n t  levels b y  having a surveyor  m e a s u r e  s p o t  h e i g h t s  exactly on ,  o r  as 
close a s  possible to, t h e  locations of spo t  he ights  s h o w n  o n  PWD 14250. 

6.1.9 T h e  n a t u r a l  vertically c u t  caps tone  i n  t e s t  p i t  1 i s  a n  in t r iguing fea ture  and 
Its l ine could  b e  followed b y  backhoe  b u c k e t  if i t  i s  decided, a t  a fu tu re  date,  to 
develop t h e  c a r  p a r k  o r  t o  c a r r y  o u t  w o r k s  w h i c h  w o u l d  d i s t u r b  t h e  a r e a  in 
which  t h e  caps tone  is located. 

6.1.10 All bacichoe w o r k  s h o u l d  b e  archaeologically supervised. 

6.1.11 F u t u r e  publ ic  display of  t h e  s tab le  r e m n a n t s  i s  n o t  cons idered  viable d u e  to 
t h e  h i g h  conserva t ion  c o s t s  r equ i red  t o  s tabi l i se  t h e m .  If  a n d  w h e n  the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  a r i s e s  t o  expose  m o r e  ful ly t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  s t ab les ,  they 
s h o u l d  b e  archaeologically recorded a n d  t h e n  covered w i t h  b i d u m ,  a similar 
geo-textile, o r  polythene i f  no th ing  else i s  available.  T h e y  s h o u l d  t h e n  be 
careful ly  backfilled. 


